
MEMORANDUM TO BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS: 

DATE: 29 January 2020 

SUBJECT: Resolution by the Moore County Board of Commissioners supporting Moore 
County, North Carolina as a “Second Amendment Sanctuary County”.  

REQUEST: Approve the attached Resolution by the Moore County Board of Commissioners 
supporting Moore County, North Carolina as a “Second Amendment Sanctuary County”.  

BACKGROUND: The people of Moore County, North Carolina deserve to feel secure in their 
Second Amendment Rights.  This is especially true today in light of efforts to undermine the 
constitutional rights of law-abiding citizens.  In 2019, several bills were introduced in the North 
Carolina General Assembly designed to curtail Second Amendment rights.  For example, House 
Bill 86 criminalized over 1500 otherwise legal handguns that were deemed “unsafe” by 
California standards.  By adopting California standards, handguns such as a Colt .45 Texas 
Ranger Tribute or a Colt .45 D Day Tribute or a Smith & Wesson .38 Bodyguard would become 
criminalized.   North Carolina legislators also proposed a “Red Flag” law, House Bill 454, which 
would allow sheriffs to confiscate legal weapons upon an allegation that there was an “imminent 
danger” based on the possession of a firearm.  Acknowledging that these unconstitutional bills 
would likely fail in the North Carolina General Assembly, North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper 
stated, “Recognizing that the odds are long for our current legislature to make real changes, 
today I signed an Executive Directive to my cabinet agencies….to take action.”  In neighboring 
Virginia, lawmakers suggested mobilizing the National Guard to enforce proposed gun control 
laws. Using the National Guard to restrict the constitutional rights of citizens is contrary to our 
principles, especially considering there has been not been a similar suggestion to use the 
National Guard to enforce common criminal laws to combat the opioid epidemic or illegal 
immigration.  On a local level, at least one candidate for North Carolina General Assembly 
openly supports restricting magazine capacities to 10 rounds and restricting ownership of semi-
automatic weapons.  These efforts, and stated desires to restrict the Second Amendment, leaves 
law abiding citizens insecure in their constitutional rights.  

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN: None  

FINANCIAL IMPACT STATEMENT: None  

RECOMMENDATION SUMMARY: Make a motion to approve the attached Resolution 
supporting Second Amendment Rights and declaring Moore County to be a Second Amendment 
Sanctuary County.   

SUPPORTING ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive Directive   
2. HB 86 Gun Violence Prevention Act  
3. HB 454 Allow ERPO 
4. List of handguns banned in California, https://oag.ca.gov/firearms/de-certified-handguns 
5. Rep	Donald	McEachin	statement.	 
6. Statement of Candidate Lowell Simon 
7. Resolution by the Moore County Board of Commissioners 


